


The United Nations 
Organisation (UN) 

The aim of this international organisation is to facilitate 
cooperation between countries with regard to the 
law, safety, economic development, social progress 
and Human Rights. Over time, the UN has created 
numerous specialist agencies, such as the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), UNICEF that focuses on children or 
UNESCO for the development of education, sciences and 
culture.

Six areas are inscribed 
on the World Heritage List

The property inscribed on the UNESCO List on 8th July 
2008 under the name:
“The Lagoons of New Caledonia: Reef Diversity and 
Associated Ecosystems” is a series of six marine areas, 
representative of New Caledonia’s reefs as a whole, from 
the mangroves to the barrier reef. Including 15,000 km2 

of reefs, atolls, islands, islets, coasts and mangroves, 
its marine surface area comprises 60% of Grande-
Terre’s  and the Loyalty Islands’ lagoons. The property’s 
total surface area is 1,574,313 hectares.  With the 
buffer zones, that increases to 2,861,413 hectares. 
The designated New Caledonian sites meet three of the 
selection criteria used by UNESCO: they are outstandingly 
beautiful, are exceptionally well preserved and contain 
exemplary biological diversity. This ecosystem represents 
one of the most varied and most extensive reef systems 
in the world. 

2004 
New Caledonian institutions held consultations with each other to 
draw up the application for UNESCO World Heritage designation.
Goro Nickel was part of this process in the context of the compilation 
of the technical evaluation for the application.

2007 
The completed dossier was submitted to UNESCO at the start 
of the year. In the same way as for all cases requesting World 
Heritage designation as a natural site, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) was mandated to study and evaluate 
the dossier, before arriving in situ to evaluate the sites, which was 
done at the end of the year by the assessor Dan Laffoley. 
Goro Nickel supported the process of an expert assessment of the 
dossier and provided all the detailed technical information needed 
for UNESCO to reach a decision. The dossier includes the ocean 
outfall solution. In total transparency, Goro Nickel therefore gave 
all the characteristics of the treated water being discharged, its 
salinity, its treatment before being drained and its dispersal in the 
Havannah channel.

April 2008
The IUCN, responsible for evaluating New Caledonia’s application, 
passed a favourable opinion. It supported the proposal to designate 
the lagoons of New Caledonia as a UNESCO World Heritage site.
Goro Nickel contributed to the IUCN’s favourable opinion which 
incorporated the Havannah channel and Prony bay as a buffer zone, 
in full knowledge of the company’s presence and its operations. 
Prony bay, the ocean outfall and Prony port were included in the 
marine area.

July 2008
On 8th July 2008, UNESCO approved the official designation of New 
Caledonia’s lagoons as a World Heritage site.
Its Committee unreservedly designated the six proposed sites. 
The Grand Lagon Sud is the only one to include (in a buffer zone) a 
mining, industrial and port activity simultaneously.
Goro Nickel contributed to the successful designation. The latter is 
proof of the well- founded basis of the company’s approach to the 
environment, notably with regard to water treatment and ways of 
discharging into the lagoon.The Grand Lagon Sud

This site is made up of the two horns in the South of 
Grande-Terre to beyond Île des Pins. Its geographical 
aspect means the Grand Lagon Sud provides a habitat 
for species adapted to the strong currents, not found 
anywhere else in the territory.  With the Havannah and 
Sarcelle Passes it is exposed to strong currents coming 
both from the West and from the Loyalty Islands.

OUTSTANDING biodiversitY

The Grand Lagon Sud is characterised by a tremendous 
variety of reefs and by the presence of numerous species 
of animals that breed there: turtles (green, tortoiseshell 
and loggerhead) and mammals (humpback whales, 
dugongs, spinner dolphins, bottlenose dolphins and Minke 
whales). This rich marine biodiversity includes numerous 
emblematic species, so often threatened on a worldwide 
scale: turtles, whales and dugongs but also nautiluses, 
seabirds, striped sea snakes etc.

The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO)

Since 1972 this body has encouraged the 
identification, protection and preservation of cultural 
and natural heritage around the world. Its committee 
manages the World Heritage List which today 
consists of 878 properties, including 174 natural 
sites, distributed across 145 States.
The sites inscribed on this List are considered to be 
of outstanding value to humanity. It is therefore the 
responsibility of all peoples to take care of them on a 
sustainable basis.

Designation as a World 
Heritage Site 

The “World Heritage” label grants world recognition 
for a site that, through its nature, beauty, originality or 
complexity, is a testament to the richness of life and the 
history of our planet. This awareness allows international 
control of the site’s evolution but counts especially on 
better local management being set up to preserve it. 
The aim of the designation is to guarantee to maintain 
all its characteristics and its authenticity for future 
generations.

Designation, a label to be perpetuated
This designation is an invitation to all the local 
players to take an even greater involvement in 
conserving New Caledonia’s marine heritage. 
Because designation as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site is not a label that is acquired on a permanent 
basis. 
All those who are established in or around the 
designated site and who, through their business, can 
bring about an effect on the environment (housing, 
tourism, fishing, agriculture and industry) must come 
together and consult to determine, according to the 
existing authorities and management regulations, 
the way in which all these activities must be pursued 
to allow the area’s healthy and therefore sustainable 
development.

Kakadu National Park - Australia

Galapagos Islands (Ecuador - 1978)
Mont Saint Michel and its bay (France - 1979)
Great Barrier Reef (Australia - 1981)
Kakadu National Park (Australia - 1981)
Shark Bay (Western Australia - 1991)

Tubbataha Reef Marine
Park (Philippines - 1993)
Sub-Antarctic Islands  
(New-Zealand - 1998)

East Rennell (Salomon Islands - 1998)
Brazilian Atlantic Islands : the Fernando  
de Noronha and Atoll das Rocas Reserves (2001)
Tropical Rainforests of Sumatra (Indonesia - 2004)
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine  
and its cultural landscape (Japan - 2007)
Kuk Early Agricultural Site  
(Papua New Guinea - 2008)
Chief Roi Mata’s Domain (Vanuatu - 2008)

Some examples of NATURAL sites on the List:

What does designation as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site mean? 

What is the designated heritage 
site in New Caledonia? 

Grand lagon Sud - Ilôt Kié

The Dugong

Brown Boobies

Ile des Pins

BENCHMARKS
New Caledonia is becoming:
• �The 1st French overseas territory  

to be designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site
• The 1st French natural lagoon site
• The 2nd French natural site
• �The world’s 2nd largest continuous barrier reef 

after the one in Australia
• �The 4th site in the world containing mangroves  

and coral reefs
• The 5th natural coral site on the World Heritage List

Scientific selection of the sites
For them to be inscribed on the List, the sites were 
chosen and determined based on solid scientific 
criteria. It was in 2005 that the experts, using 
previous work carried out by WWF-France, pinpointed 
the six most outstanding areas on which the 
conservation campaign was to focus. The delimitation 
of the marine areas is based on scientific selections: 
the physical elements (currents, substrata, contours 
etc), the diversity of species (fish, invertebrates, 
outstanding species etc), fish stocks, types of seabed 
(seagrasses, seaweeds and so on), etc. 

Buffer zones
The designated sites must be very well preserved and must 
remain so. Each of them is, therefore, delimited by three 
types of area: the property itself, which is exclusively marine 
(with islets); a marine buffer zone; and a buffer zone 
on land. The buffers are intermediary areas 
surrounding the designated site, on land 
as on sea. They are not directly part 
of the property but form a belt for 
checking and providing an addi-
tional guarantee of the site’s 
preservation. The course of 
the buffer zones is based 
on various mainly physical 
and biological criteria 
(reef drop-offs, catch-
ment areas, distance 
from the coast, 
etc.).

Did the application include  
the water treatment process?

Did the application include  
the ocean outfall solution?

YES

YES

Grand Lagon Sud area

How has Goro Nickel contributed
to the designation?

The designation of New Caledonia’s lagoons as 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site represents in-
ternational acknowledgement that Goro Nickel’s 
mining, metallurgical and port activities are 
compatible with the challenges of sustainable 
development.

Goro Nickel, as a responsible manufacturer, supported 
and allowed this designation by using exemplary methods: 
those for environmental performance of an international 
standard, as required today.

Sustainable development challenges




